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Luke 9:51-62
51When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his 

face to go to Jerusalem. 52And he sent messengers ahead of him, who went 
and entered a village of the Samaritans, to make preparations for him. 
53But the people did not receive him, because his face was set toward 
Jerusalem. 54And when his disciples James and John saw it, they said, 
"Lord, do you want us to tell fire to come down from heaven and consume 
them?" 55But he turned and rebuked them. 56And they went on to another 
village.  57As they were going along the road, someone said to him, "I will 
follow you wherever you go." 58And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, 
and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his 
head." 59To another he said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lord, let me first 
go and bury my father." 60And Jesus said to him, "Leave the dead to bury 
their own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God." 
61Yet another said, "I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to 
those at my home." 62Jesus said to him,  "No one who puts his hand to the 
plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God."

No place to lay his head. 

In Stephen King’s epic, The Dark Tower Roland has no place to lay his 
head. Roland is the rightful heir to the throne of Gilead.  But his kingdom 
and home have been destroyed by war.  So, he wanders…on a quest.  He 
seeks the Dark Tower, supposedly to destroy it, because it is the source of 
all evil in the world.  Along the way, Roland has no house, no home. But he 
does have followers, disciples, whom he trains to be gunslingers like 
himself.  They are expected to assist him in his quest.  And here’s the part 
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that makes the reader uncomfortable, the part that makes Roland seem 
less than a hero.  Roland expects his followers to risk their comfort, even 

risk their lives for his quest.  He expects them to give him their 
total loyalty.  And all he offers them in return is the same 
wandering lifestyle he’s living.

Those were the same terms Jesus offered to three potential 
disciples. Follow Me, He said to them. Jesus didn’t say, “Follow 
this set of ideas,” or “Follow my teachings.” That would make it 
easier.  We could think them over then and decide whether to 
accept or reject.  But Jesus didn’t point to a set of teachings. 
When He called people to follow, He pointed to Himself and 
said, I am the way.  Follow Me.

He expects us to give our total loyalty to Him. Let me first go and 
bury my father, said the second of these potential disciples. In the 
meaning of that day he was saying, “Jesus, let me first make sure 

that my family is provided for and has everything it needs. Then I 
will follow you.”   The third of these potential disciples said, Let me first 
say farewell to those at home.  All over the Middle East it has been the 
custom that a person who is leaving must ask permission to leave from 
those who are staying.  So, what he is saying is, “Let me first ask 
permission to leave and then I will follow you.” Jesus’ reply is, “No, if you 
would follow Me, then you must first seek My quest. You must first seek 
the kingdom of God.  You must first proclaim the kingdom of God. Show 
people the way to life and eternal life.” 

Now here comes that uncomfortable part.  Jesus says you must even put 
His quest above your own comfort, value it above your own life. 
Following Jesus on His quest can be uncomfortable.  As Jesus told the first 
of these potential disciples,  Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.  No place to lay 
His head.  

A perfect example of that had only just occurred.  Jesus and His disciples 
had been refused a place to stay in a small Samaritan town. Jesus was 
refused a place to lay His head.  So, then also were His disciples.  We who 
would follow Jesus follow a King who has no kingdom, no earthly 
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kingdom.  We follow a rejected leader who fulfilled His ministry not in 
power or public popularity.  He fulfilled His ministry in rejection and 

public humiliation, without the protection of either Herod or the 
Roman government.  Not only did He have no place to rest His 
head to sleep. He had no place of refuge or protection in which 
to lay His head. Jesus reminded the first of these potential 
disciples that if he thought he was going to get in on a good 
thing, he’d better think again. If the leader has no place to lay His 
head, then His followers, too, may expect to be uncomfortable. 

Indeed, it’s the very fact that Jesus had no place to lay His head 
that tempts His followers to turn our heads.  To look back.  To be 
distracted from or to even have second thoughts about fulfilling 
our calling.  As Jesus warned the third of these potential disciples: 
No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for 
the kingdom of God. Jesus had no place to lay His head. He had 
no house, no home. So, He left few traces of Himself on earth, as 

Philip Yancey puts it. Jesus wrote no books or pamphlets. A 
wanderer, with no place to lay His head, He left no personal, material 
belongings that we can touch. 

As we live in a material world of iPhones, iPods, cable TV, laptops, lakes, 
mountains, baseball teams, and beer, it’s hard for Jesus to compete with 
that. It’s hard for our faith not to be overwhelmed with all of these 
material things. Not that it’s wrong to have material things, but the love of 
these things commands our loyalty too. It demands our time and our 
attention. And the rewards it offers seem so much better than the 
rejection or discomfort we experience for following Jesus and seeking His 
quest. Material things do provide refuge for us from the trials of this 
world. These things provide escape for us from our worries and our 
weariness. They provide a place for us to lay our weary heads. We are no 
match for the pull on us they have. 

Yet, the work of proclaiming the kingdom of God somehow continues to 
be accomplished. Jesus continues to call people to follow Him who tend 
to say, “But first let me do this and first let me see to my own affairs.” And 
then He takes full responsibility for us His followers. He says, You did not 
choose Me, but I chose you. And regarding such weak followers He calls 
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us rocks upon which He will build His church. He calls us living stones 
and says that even hell will not prevail against us. 

Even in our worst, most disloyal moments He shows us the full 
extent of His love.  He shows us that there was no place to lay 
His head, because He did not seek one.  He did not seek 
refuge, because He would make Himself a refuge for us.  He 
allowed His head to be crowned with thorns that in Himself, in 
His blood is our refuge from sin and its weariness.  And then He 
showed us that He no longer needed a place to lay His head. He 
came alive again. In these displays of His power and His love 
perhaps what He’s saying is that the quest of showing people the 
way to life is not done on our strength. 

It’s really more about His loyalty to us than our 
loyalty to Him. 

And His call to follow Him is not so much about our love for Him 
as it is about His love for us.  And His taking care of us His followers. And 
the few material traces of Himself He has left behind for us say even say 
that: the people that He changed like Peter and Paul who carried forward 
His Words, Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper.  

All these are, in God’s wisdom, the way to provide for us refuge from our 
trials, worries, and weariness.  All say that He cares about His followers.  
He still calls us to follow Him and seek His quest. He calls us to follow 
Him to refuge in Himself, in whom there is life and eternal life.

Amen
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